300      ELEVENTH REPORT OF SELECT  COMMITTEE.

merited it: and in tlie course of a service of thirty-
two years, and ten of these employed in maintaining
the powers and discharging the duties of the first
office of the British government in India, that Hon-
orable Court ought to know whether I possess the
integrity and honor which are the first requisites of
such a station. If I wanted these, they have afforded
me but too powerful incentives to suppress the infor-
mation which I now convey to them through you, and
to appropriate to my own use the sums which I have
already passed to their credit, by the unworthy, and,
pardon me if I add, dangerous, reflections which they
have passed upon me for the first communication of
this kind: and your own experience will suggest to
you, that there are persons who would profit by such
a warning.

Upon the whole of these transactions, which to you,
who are accustomed to view business in an official
and regular light, may appear unprecedented, if not
improper, I have but a few short remarks to suggest
to your consideration.

If I appear in any unfavorable light by these trans-
actions, I resign the common and legal security of
those who commit crimes or errors. I am ready to
answer every particular question that may be put
against myself, upon honor or upon oath.

The sources from which these reliefs to the public
service have come would never have yielded them to
the Company publicly; and the exigencies of your
service (exigencies created by the exposition of your
affairs, and faction in your councils) required those
supplies.

I could have concealed them, had I had a wrong
motive, from yours and the public eye forever; and I